
 

 
'Getting started on your crime novel' 

 

Wednesday 22nd April - Friday 24th April 2015. 
  

 
Ever wondered how you commit the perfect murder? How to dispose of a body? What’s 

the best way of getting blood off the soles of your shoes?  

 
These are the kind of questions crime writers Danuta Reah, Michael Fowler and Alison Taft 

grapple every day.  
 

They invite you to join them for a three-day crime-writing feast at The Stables, High Melton 
College, which nestles in the centre of the picturesque village of High Melton, and is located 

5 miles from Doncaster and just a few miles from junction 37 of the A1. 

  
With workshops on how to develop both plots and characters, and practical tried and 

tested advice on how to create dramatic tension and gripping opening chapters, the 
programme has been designed to also allow you the time and space to write.  

 

The final day will arm you with the information needed to best submit your work, whether 
to agents, publishers or competitions. 

 
All three authors will be on hand to answer individual queries throughout the course, and 

you will be able to book a twenty minute one-to-one session with an author to discuss your 
work or a project you are working on. 

 

 
COST: £135 

(includes all buffet lunches, teas and coffees over the 3-day-event) 
 

For those who wish to stay overnight, single room & breakfast is available at an additional 
cost of £25.50. per night.  The College can also provide evening meals, with an a la carte 

menu, at varying prices, or there are a couple of very good pubs nearby which provide 

reasonable priced meals.   
To reserve a room contact the college on 01302 553715. 
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THE AUTHORS 

 

 
 

DANUTA REAH 

 

Danuta Reah, who also writes under the name Carla Banks, is the author of seven novels of 

psychological suspense. Her books have been published in the USA, and across Europe and 

Scandinavia. 
 

In 2005 she won the CWA Short Story Dagger for No Flies on Frank (which was included 
in the The Best British Mysteries IV anthology published by Allison & Busby in 2006). Her 

story Glazed, in Getting Even (ed Mitzi Szereto, Serpent's Tail) was short listed for the 

2008 CWA Short Story Award. 
 

She is past Chair of the Crime Writers' Association, the Chair of the John Creasey Dagger 
judging panel, and a regular reviewer for Strand Magazine. 

Her most recent book is The Last Room, is published by Caffeine Nights. 
 

www.danutareah.co.uk 

___________________________________ 
 

 
 

ALISON TAFT 
 

Alison Taft is the author of a series of novels featuring Lily Appleyard, a dreadlocked ex-

social policy student who seeks to reunite broken families, starting with her own. 

 
The first in the series, Our Father, Who Art Out There...Somewhere was published in 

2011 followed by Shallow Be Thy Grave in 2013. The third in the series, My Time Has 
Come will be published in 2015 

 
Alison also works as an editor for the Cornerstones Literary Consultancy 

 

www.alisontaft.co.uk  



 

 
 

  

MICHAEL FOWLER 
 

Michael Fowler, served as a police officer for 32 years, both in uniform and plain clothes, 
working in CID, Vice  and Drug Squad, and retired as Inspector, in charge of a busy CID 

Department, in 2006. 

 

His first crime novel Heart of the Demon, introducing Detective Sergeant Hunter Kerr, 

was published in 2010. Book four in the series Coming, Ready or Not, will be released in 
September 2014.  He is currently writing book five, the first of a new series. 

 
He is a member of The Crime Writers Association. 

 

www.mjfowler.co.uk 
Twitter@MichaelFowler1 

Linkd-in Michael Fowler 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 

DAY ONE 
 

  

9am  Registration, welcome & introduction 

  Have a cup of coffee, settle in, and meet Danuta, Alison and Michael and your  

  fellow writers. 

10am  Developing Plots 

  What will your book be about? What will happen? This session looks at  

  ways of getting your ideas organised into a plot, and how much plot you  

  need before you start writing.  

11am  Coffee Break  

11.20am  Independent Writing Session, and/or one to one sessions with an   

  author  

12noon  Lunch  

1pm  Developing characters.  

  The people make the story. How can you make your characters realistic? How can 

  your readers engage with them?  Should you write in the first or third person?  

  How do you use point of view? 

  This will include independent writing time, and/or one to one sessions with 

  an author. 

3.40pm Coffee Break  

4pm  Creating Your Fictional World 

  When you write you are creating a new world for your characters to inhibit. This 

  world can be very close to your own, or it can be a fantasy complete with dragons.  

  It’s your world, and it’s up to you, but how can you make it real? 

  This will include independent writing time, and/or one to one sessions with  

  an author.  

5.30pm Authors and students will discuss and share their work. 

6.30pm Close 
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DAY TWO 

  

9am  Creating tension in your story 

  Crime fiction is all about tension. This session will look at how to keep 

  your readers turning the page. 

  This will include independent writing time, and/or one to one session with an 

  author. 

11am   Coffee Break  

11.20am Independent writing time, and /or one to one sessions with an author.  

12 noon  Lunch  

1pm  Creating your opening chapter. 

  The opening chapter is crucial. It’s the chapter that will decide whether a reader 

  buys your book, It’s the chapter that decides whether an agent wants to  

  represent you or a publisher wants your manuscript. It’s your shop window. This 

  session will help you get it right. 

  This will include independent writing time, and/or one to one session with an 

  author.  

3.40pm Coffee Break 

4pm  Students will discuss and share their work. 

5.30pm  Close 
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DAY THREE 
 

 
 

9am   Hook, Line and Sinker 
 

  How do you land an agent/publisher?  

  This workshop will help you put together the perfect submission package for your 
  project. We will look at how to write an attention grabbing letter and synopsis and 

  how to go about the business of selling not only your work, but also yourself as an 
  author. 

 

11am  Coffee Break 
 

11.20am  The Three Line Pitch 
  How to pitch your work - anywhere, anyplace and anytime  

  Forty minute session designed to make sure each person can sum up their  
  plot/project in three lines. 

 

12noon  Lunch 
 

1pm  Writing for Competition 

  This session will focus on developing your work for submission to  the CWA Debut 

  Dagger Award and also look at other competitions that are available to the crime 

  writer. 
 

3pm  Coffee 
 

 
3.30pm Pitch Your Work  

  In this session you will get the opportunity to pitch your 3 minute proposal to the 

  judging panel, consisting of the three authors who will determine what makes the 
  best stand out from the rest. 

 
  We are currently negotiating with a publisher to attend this event. 

 
4.30pm Reflection /Wrapping Up 

 

5pm  Ends 
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Booking Form 

 

  

Name:__________________________ 

  

Address:_________________________ 

  

_______________________________ 

  

Postcode:________________________ 

  

Email:___________________________ 

  

Telephone:________________________ 

  

  

I wish to book a place on the 'Getting started on your crime novel' course 

(Wednesday 22nd - 24th April 2015) at The Stables, High Melton, near 

Doncaster. 

  

£135 -Cheques made payable to ‘MJ Fowler’ 

  

Please return this booking form along with your payment to: 

  

Michael Fowler 

70 Racecourse Road,  

Swinton,  

South Yorkshire.  

S64 8DP. 

 

e-mail mj.fowler@btinternet.com 

 

  

You will be notified of your place on the course by telephone or e-mail. 

 
 


